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Our Mission 

 

Kent Street Senior High School aims to empower our students through  

innovative teaching and mutual respect. 

 

Our Values 
 

Learning 

Excellence 

Caring & Respect 

Partnerships 

Upper School Earth and Environmental Science students on the Shark Bay Field Trip 
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2014 was the year in which the half-cohort completed secondary school and, despite 

fewer students, they managed to actively engage in a wide range of quality learning experiences 

and met with considerable success. 

 
Congratulations are extended to our ATAR Dux, Isaac Gillett who gained an ATAR that 

ranks him in our prestigious 95+ Club. Identified as a high achiever, Isaac was named the 

Principalõs Recommended for Curtin University and was subsequently merit selected as the  

worthy recipient of the Jon de Laeter Top Excellence Scholarship at Curtin.  Isaac and a Year 

12 VET student. Rahela Tekle, received certificates of commendation from the School 

Curriculum and Standards Authority. A special mention also goes to Mai Hoang whose 

school based results saw her named the 2014 academic dux of Kent Street. Our graduation 

rate remained stable at 95% and we made yet another dramatic improvement in the number 

of students attaining a Certificate II qualification. This will continue to be a focus as we 

commence the new WACE where an ATAR of 55+ and/or Certificate II achievement will be a 

requirement as of 2016. 

 
We actively engaged in the process to obtain Independent Public School status and achieving 

this was a significant milestone for the school. The opportunity to re-profile saw us 

decide to employ a third Deputy Principal who will oversee Student Services effective from the 

start of the 2015 school year. We also disbanded the Pathways Coordinator for Aboriginal 

Education position in favour of a more generic Pathways Coordinator for Students At 

Educational Risk and Clare Clayton was merit selected into that position effective as of the 

start of the 2015 school year. Our focus on closing the gap between Aboriginal and non-

Aboriginal achievement remained a priority and we have strategically sought out suitable 

expertise on the School Board to assist us in our endeavour to ensure that our Plan for 

Aboriginal Education is evidence -based and targeted in its approach. 

 
We continued our quality partnership with Curtin University by hosting the Mining Challenge 

once again in 2014. This forms part of a much bigger picture to promote our Centre of 

Resources Excellent (CoRE) program, a select entry program targeted at engaging young 

people in Science with a view to pursuing a career in the resources industry. Our Primary 

Science transition program continues to grow with many of our local primary schools taking 

advantage of the excellent opportunity to participate in hands-on science in a Kent Street 

laboratory and delivered by Science specialist secondary teachers. This, coupled with the fact 

that we already offer the Chevron ôPowering Careers in Energyõ endorsed program, paves the 

way for our new CoRE program to be formally advertised in 2015 and be set to officially 

accept the first year of Year 7s in 2016. 

 

In preparation for the introduction of the Year 7 and 8 students in 2015, facilities 

improvement in their designated area was a key priority. Our Certi ficate II Metals 

Engineering students put their skillset to good use by building a series of outdoor settings 

for the Year 7/8 area and arti ficial turf and limestone blocking was installed near the 

gymnasium as part of the schoolõs beautification program. Further works are planned once the 

new students have been consulted regarding their needs. Installation of a weather-proof shade 

area is being investigated. 

 

I continue to marvel at the many real-life opportunities our students have the opportunity to 

enjoy at Kent Street. Mrs Tateishi and Dr Bradfield escorted a tour group to Japan where they 

attended school during their January holidays and were billeted in Japanese homes; the Earth 

and Environmental Science students journeyed to Shark Bay for their field trip; the cricketers 

toured Malaysia; and I had the pleasure of joining the Aviation Tour to North America in July 

of 2014. This once in a lifetime opportunity included visiting the Grand Canyon, Niagara Falls 

and many other sites of cultural significance. The many aviation highlights included touring 

the Boeing factory, the Intrepid aircraft carrier, Concorde, the Museum of Flight, the Kennedy 

Space Centre and culminating in two full days at the internationally renowned Oshkosh Air 

Show.  It was an amazing tour and our students did the school and the state of WA very proud 

at all times. 

 

It is with pleasure that I present to you our Annual Report which highlights some of the key 

achievements of 2014 at Kent Street Senior High School. 

 

 

Kath W ard 

Principal  
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Our Mot to - Courage  

Our  Vision a nd Val ues 

Our  History  

 

 

 

 

Information on special courses, AEP, SWL TEE CoS and others 

 

Our Values 

 
Learning      Excellence    Caring and Respect     Partnership 
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Pictured above is James 

Deacon, Board member, and 

Kath Ward, Principal, receiving 

our Independent Public 

School status .  Thanks are 

extended to the school 

community for your support 

in this endeavour and to Paul 

Currie, Deputy Principal, who 

co-presented the successful 
Kent Street presentation. 

Highlights from 2014  

 

 

Alex Hazell,  Aviation student , 

winner of the Ministerõs Aviation 

Scholarship receiving his $3000 

cheque from Minister for        

Education, Peter Collier MLA. 

 

Our High Achieversõ dinner, 

an initiative created by Deputy 

Principal, Helena Rychal, was 

most ably coordinated by Year 

12 student, Rebecca Corney, as 

part of her Certificate II in   

Business.  The   evening was 

attended by current upper 

school students whose results 

demonstrated that they are 

striving for excellence.  We also 

welcomed back the high   

achievers from 2013 and     

welcomed them into the 95+ 

Club.  Mrs Susan Lees, also  

pictured, is the Upper School 

Pastoral Care Coordinator who 

supported Rebecca in her    

endeavours. 

Kent Street is proudly multi-

cultural and actively celebrated 

our diversity on Harmony 

Day.  Students and staff wore 

their traditional dress, enjoyed 

a wide range of different types 

of food and engaged in some 

fun events such as dancing. 

Winners of the 2014 Kim Hughes Shield  

Fashion and Design students showcasing 

their expertise at the South Perth Fiesta 

2014ñthis has become an annual event. 

Quality field trips form a crucial 

role in the excellent achievement 

demonstrated once again by our 

Earth and Environmental 

Studies students.  Pictured 

above are our Year 11 EES   

students at Shark Bay. 



Students wishing to apply for direct university entrance are required to sit an examination in 4 or 

more Stage 2 or 3 Curriculum Council Courses.  62 % of students used at least one Stage 2 

course for the calculation of their ATAR. The participation of students in VET pathways increased 

substantially, All students received career counselling and course selection advice. Thirteen 

students still chose to continue with the TEE pathway option in spite of counselling about their 

low chances as they hoped to enter a university bridging course in the future. 
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Student Academic Performance ñYear 12 Results  

Year 12 Participation Rates  

 Number of   

students  

Percentage with 4 or more 

ATAR Subjects %  

Unit of Competence  

Participation Rate %          

2011 137 47 80 

2012 165 47 70 

2013 166 45 68 

2014 110 48 77 

The percentage of students aspiring for University entrance remained stable as did our median ATAR.  

Not all students who elect to study ATAR courses aspire to apply for a place at university.  Some 

choose the alternative route of other further educational institutes and, possibly, transition to univer-

sity later.  Of the 38 students who completed a TISC application, 33 were offered a place at universi-

ty.  Twenty-one of them transitioned to Curtin University, our closest tertiary institution.    

 

 

ATAR  Dux  

Isaac Gillett  

 

 

VET Dux  

Shannon Mackel  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacob Roberts 

Student Council  

President 2014  

 

VET Participation  

49% of Kent Street students 

completed a Certificate II or 

higher in Years 10-12. The State 

average is 36%.  In 2015, two 

new Certificates in   Music and 

Hospitality respectively are 

being introduced. 

 

Flexible Learning Program  
The Year 12 FLP cohort 

achieved a similar grade profile 

to mainstream students in   

English, Mathematics, Career & 

Enterprise and Workplace 

Learning.  All fourteen students   

graduated. 

 
Certificate II in Business attain-

ment saw 8 of the 11 full qualifi-

cation enrolments achieving the 

qualification. FLP students post-

school destination data is    

impressive with most in further 

education, including 3 at univer-

sity, or in full time employment. 

School Data  

Of the 38 students who     

completed a TISC application, 

33 were offered a place at  

university.  Twenty-one of 

them transitioned to Curtin 

University, our closest tertiary 

institution.    

The State median was 78.95 

and our school median for 

students who applied to TISC 

was 69. 

 

University Eligibility  

The cut off for entry to UWA 

was an ATAR of 80 and it was 

70 for both Curtin and       

Murdoch and 55 for Edith 

Cowan University.  Kent Street 

had 33 students gain entry to 
university.  Five students gained 

an ATAR over 55 but did not 

demonstrate English Language 

Competence.  They were able 

to sit an alternative test to gain 

entry. 

Median ATAR  

Kent Street Senior High 

School prides itself on 

provid ing a range of 

curriculum options with 

gen u in e  p a th ways  to 

university.  Consequently, we 

offer both Stage 2 and Stage 3 

courses at Year 12 level.  The 

School Curriculum and 

Standards Authority advantage 

Stage 3 courses by providing a 

15 mark incentive in 

recognition of the greater 

complexity of those courses.  

This impacts on the schoolõs 

median ATAR.  As of 2016, 

this will cease to be an issue 

as the new WACE does not 

offer a graduated level of 
complexity in the new 

courses. 

2011 72 

2012 66 

2013 68 

2014 64 

Median ATAR  

Mai Hoang  

School-based 

Academic Dux  

2014 Subgroup  Median 

ATAR  

ATAR >=55 All students (36) 72 

 Males only 69 

 Females only 80 

ATAR <55 All students (17) 47 

 Males only 47 

 Females only 48 

Year  Number of  

Year 12      

students  

Achieving 

>=55 and/

or Cert II  

2011 137 53% 

2012 165 53% 

2013 166 70% 

2014 110 74% 

Attainment Rate  

Median ATAR TISC Applicants  

2012 68 

2013 72 

2014 69 
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Lower School Student Academic Performance  

NAPLAN ñWe are making a difference ! 

Interpreting Graphs  

 

It should be noted that 

NAPLAN is a single point in 

time test and that it should be 

considered in light of other 

data, including school-based 

achievement.  It is evidence-

based and does provide the 

advantage of comparison with 

like schools and that makes it 

worth considering.   
 

Each Learning Area reviews its 

school-based data at the end 

of each semester to consider 

whether the assessments  

accurately reflect the true 

capacity of students.   
 

Adjustments to teaching and 

learning practices such as  

altering assessment types, 

ensuring in-class validation of 

skills and knowledge taught 

and scaffolding of tasks all 

work to best prepare lower 

school students for the rigour 

of senior schooling and future 

career pathways.   

Kierra OõGrady 

Caltex Best All -rounder  

Zarlee Tovey  

Ben Wyatt  Prize  

for  Citizenship  

Kent Street has outperformed both like schools and WA public schools in Numeracy scores and is also 

above the average for Australian schools, as seen in diagram 1. The second diagram shows the level of 

achievement is above expected for both sections at the top end, this is something we can be very proud 

of. The percentage of students achieving at a satisfactory rate grew at a like rate to their peers. We have 

some work to do improving those who made limited progress. 20% of our students progressed at a slow-

er rate than their peers across the state.  This will be a priority for 2015. 

In Reading our results were once again very good, showing an improvement in reading scores for the 

third year in a row.  This is a significant increase when compared to the like schoolsõ average.  

 
When we look at the range of achievements we see improvement for the 85% of our students in the 

middle, middle / top and very top ranges. The school will need to implement strategies to address slower 

growth at the bottom end with our results below like schools in this area. 

Diagram 1 

Diagram 2 

Diagram 3 

Red= KSSHS 

Red= KSSHS 

Red= KSSHS 

Our writing scores were very good, arresting the previous yearõs decline, with an improvement of 30 

points whilst like schoolsõ growth was minimal. In terms of achievement our middle and top/middle 

performed very well, with the very top end performing similarly to like schools. Limited achievement 

for the bottom end is an issue which will need to be addressed as this comprises 30% of our students. 


